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I, Too 

I, too, sing America. 

I am the darker brother. 

They send me to eat in the kitchen 

When company comes, 

But I laugh, 

And eat well, 

And grow strong. 

Tomorrow, 

I’ll be at the table 

When company comes. 

Nobody’ll dare 

Say to me, 

“Eat in the kitchen,” 

Then. 

Besides, 

They’ll see how beautiful I am 

And be ashamed— 

I, too, am America. 

 

By Langston Hughes 

 

Given the recent killings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery, the recent under-reported 

terror lynchings of Black people that have recently gripped our country, and the current Black Lives Matter Civil 

Rights Movement, I really contemplated whether or not I would observe this year’s fourth of July. It was tough, 

as we all know that on July 4, 1776, our Black ancestors were in chattel bondage and would not be liberated 

from that dehumanizing institution until 1865, and then continue to experience Jim Crow racial segregation, 

lynching, massacres and annihilation of Black communities at the hands of White supremacists that feared 

Black achievement and solidarity.  After all, Frederick Douglass pointed out the hypocrisy of the holiday in his 

1852 speech “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July”, wherein he stated “The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, 

prosperity and independence, bequeathed by your fathers, is shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that 

brought life and healing to you, has brought stripes and death to me. This Fourth of July is yours, not mine. 

You may rejoice, I must mourn”. In reflecting upon his words of so long ago, and hearing how they echo 

towards and relate to the current inequalities faced by Black and Brown America today, it is almost easy for the 

Black community to shrug the whole Fourth of July celebration off. However, given all that our ancestors have 

fought for, not just for ourselves but for almost every other  civil and human rights struggle in this country, we 

too must claim America. We must claim it for the blood our ancestors have spilled in every major war of this 

country, for their fight for equality that led to the 1960’s Civil Rights movement and the end to overt 

discrimination against women, immigrants, those of us with disabilities and many others. According to Pulitzer 

Prize winning journalist and author, NiKole Hannah-Jones, “The United States is a nation founded on both an 

ideal and a lie. Our Declaration of Independence signed on July 4, 1776, proclaims that all men are created 

equal and endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights. But the White men who drafted those 

words did not believe them to be true for the hundreds of thousands of Black people in their midst. Life, 



Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness did not apply to full one-fifth of the country. Yet, despite being violently 

denied the freedom and justice promised to all, Black Americans believed fervently in the American Creed”. 

According to Hannah-Jones, although the ideals and promise of liberty that the Founding Framers professed 

and promulgated did not apply to Black people, we fought harder than any other group of people in this 

country to make those ideals true, not just for ourselves, but for every American. Hence, we should all display 

our flags with dignity and pride as this land truly belongs to the Native Americans, and this country belongs to 

us all.  Let us display the red, white, and blue in remembrance of the millions of enslaved Africans whose free 

labor ensured America as an economic world power today, although no benefit or reparations ever came to us 

as a result of our hard labor. Let us raise Old Glory for the thousands of enslaved Africans who built the White 

House, the Capitol Building and the entire Washington brick and mortar infrastructure without so much as a 

thank you, or due recognition. Let us set off the fireworks for those enslaved ancestors who imagined a better 

life for all of us and used every recourse from uprising, to protests, to the judicial and education systems, to 

gain basic human rights and the opportunity to live up to the Creed professed by the Framers. The renowned 

and critically acclaimed author, James Baldwin responded to the 1968 riots with the following statement “It is 

easy to call me a negro, nigger, or a promising Black man, but this country is mine too. I paid for it as much as 

you”. In Hannah-Jones’ 1619 Project article “The Idea of America”, she closes with the following “We were told 

once by virtue of our bondage, that we could never be American. But it was by virtue of our bondage that we 

became the most American of all”. We have sacrificed and spilled as much blood, we have toiled, we have 

acquiesced, compromised, we have called you brother and sister, and now we must fight for racial justice again, 

and we, too, sing America. 


